ROCK

(Issue 2, A5, 20 Pages, Available from Rival Records,
Bath, Forever People, Bristol or write to Room 6,
28 Wallsway, Bear Flats, Bath, enclosing 30p & SAE)

, This one is handwritten, full of skulls, very
wierd and very silly. The editors, Messrs 'Teen Skull'
and 'Oracle' are heavily into THE CRAMPS, who are the
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Ho-hum, 7ell, it looks like a fanzine, with all the proper spelling mistakes (rule no, 1 for all aspiring s
fanzine editors - always spell 'definitely' 'definately'. Even Tom Vague does this, so it must be right.). Peb
It's tidily, if unimaginatively, laid out, but devotes itself entirely to such names as KISSING THE PINK, 5
THE EURYTHLIGS, THOMPSON TWINS, STRAVWBERRY SwITCHBLADE and THE ALARM,......which is senseless until you il
remember the bit about fanzine editors getting on the staff of the NME, I wish them luck: i §
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You should know this
one as well - used to be
UNDERGROUND ROMANCE, two
of whose 'staff' were
involved in that
frightful business with
THE MONOCHROME SET and
the Radio Bristol
interview (which incident
has been recorded in at
Jdeast three of the above
zines - Al Reed won't
be zllowed to live this
ocne down). Full story
plus interview with the
band, plus COCTEAU TWINS
THOEFSOH TWINS and

Bristol's BLUE AERCPLANES,

This B=2g re:}‘xy 3is

(and same a ddress and

RNATIVE TREES

fundamental inspiration behind the venture, This issue
features articles on GEORGE ROMERO (he of all them
horror films), THE GUN CLUB and & million-and one
things you never knew about the private life of JERRY
LEE LE7IS (I told you it was wierd) - "Great Balls of
Fire" was released on the same day that the Russians
launched their second Sputnik, and lewis shot his bass
player in 1976,

THE CRAMNPS are there of course, and there's a
'Crampotition' (the winner gets 'a neat luminous skull
full of goodies' (luminous brains?)). Cartoons, laughs
and lots more skulls, liot a lot of reading for 30p and
rather lacking in a proper sense of direction,
very likeable and original.
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Which brings us to summations. The influence and importance
that fanzines have is difficult to measure; on the surface of it, it’s

price) comes OPERATOR'S
MANUAL, devoted entirely
to the labyrinthine world
of the independent
cassette. Quoth Martin
Subway ".e..Subway's here
to help people 'get out
and do their own thing',
take their future out of
the hands of big businsss
and the multinationals,
and wave the flag for
independence", Well you
can't say fairer than
that, and if you're at
all interested in this
sort of thing, get in
touch with ¥r, Subway.

above very seriously. Until, that is, you remember that this is the
sort of thing that (E.G.) Polish or Czech dissidents indulge in - and
look how seriously we take them. To produce a fanzine is quite often
the reaction of an individual or individuals who feel alienated by the
moral bankruptcy of contemporary society, who wish to take greater
control of their own lives and to reach like-minded people. There
are literally hundreds about (I’ve probably missed loads around
here - sorry!), and while we should avoid trite and meaningless
labels like ‘“‘alternative culture”, it is necessary to realise that the
fanzine is endowed with a freedom that most other media simply do
not have - freedom from money. It can say exactly what its editor
wants it to say, feels it should say; it has aready-made autonomy and
integrity. So support your local fanzine - or start it. Happy reading!
HENRY O’BRIEN

Venue 31

hard to take a typewritten and xeroxed offering like most of the '
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