
MIFFED by the Melody Maker? Fed up with The Face?
Nonplussed by the NME? Well why not start your own music
paper then? After you've been running it for a while you'll be
able to get a job in the music press - the majority of new
hacks taken on by the nationals these days started offas
fanzine editors.
Bedroom journalism is what it's all about. All you need to start

your mag is a typewriter (or legible handwriting), access to some or
other reproduction device, and an axe to grind. It's great fun, people
send you tapes, even records, other mags, and you get into gigs for
nothing. The only thing you won't be able to do is make a lot of
money, but who cares, eh? you'll be able to appoint your mates as
subordinates and order them round. Who needs money when
you've got power?
It all began with the great punkquake of 1976/77 as a revolt

against the bloated and self-important music press. Most have gone
the way of all paper since then, and deservedly so in the case of
many, but the scene is still alive and if not exactly well is a sight
better than might reasonably be expected. From the dizzy heights of
Venue's own typeset mega-circulation, I took a patronising look at
some of the zines available in this area, . ,
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